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Raghu prefers the lard route1 (sthalffvartmanii) to a sea-route. This shows that there
was a sea route, besides, to reach the Persians which he forsook from some con-
sideration. Mallinacha, the renowned commentator of the works of Kalidasa
suggests that the preference to the land route was due to religious considerations2
which forbade sea voyage. But this is hardly reliable for there is ample evidence
in the works of KalidSsa to show that great marine activities were in vogue du-
ring his time. Besides, Fahien3, a contemporary, records that he returned to China
by "the sea route in a ship which had on its board besides others, Brahmins, the
up-holdets of the Bhagavata dbarma, who explained the storm that raged for
several days as caused by the presence of the foreign Buddhist. Then it was
only after about a century that the neighbouring islands of Bali, Java and
Sumatra were colonized through marine activities of the Indians. Even much
before the Guptas there existed an enormous sea-borne trade with the wes-
tern countries of Arabia, Egypt and Rome. The Peripltis of the Erythrean Sea.,
Pliny and many others prove this statement in their respective accounts. There-
fore Mallinatha's explanation cannot be accepted as correct. For a conqueror
who had overrun the entire country proceeding by land the reference afresh to
taking journey by land in the middle of his conquest would mean nothing un-
less we sugfpose that there was a sea route also on the shore leading from Tri-
kuta. It was here that the two jtoads bifurcated. Probably from here people
embarked on sea voyages to Persia and other places by ship. It may be further
noted that Kalyana was a flourishing seaport in the vicinity. The great land route
which ran from one end of the country to the other was variously known as fflabd-
path^ rdjcipathtP, and narendrttfftargcP (great highway or royal highway). The
inland trade was very brisk as is attested to by the Mdlawfeagnimitra* although the
highways in certain zones were not altogether free from danger of rob-
bers8 and we read of occasional cases of plunder of the caravans9 being reported
to the king. The inland trade-route may have been one indicated by the south-
ward march of Raghu in course of his conquest10. Aja's march to the country of
the Bhojas (Berar) was perhaps another route leading to south-mid-India11. A
third was perhaps one taken by the cloud messenger in the Meghadntd^^
but this route can be accepted only with some modification, Ujjaini
must have, for example, Jain on the highway to the north although in one
which the cloud messenger takes, it lies off the way and the messenger has to bend
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